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Introduction

During the 1990s, defense spending was cut in order to provide a "peace dividend.” The United
Srates also embarked on an ambitious national security strategy of global engagement that would
see American forces deployed worldwide on an unprecedented scale. Increasingly scarce defense
funds were devoted to maintaining current readiness at the expense of investment in research,
development and acquisition. Shortchanging future readiness in this way is particularly dangerous
in light of the fact that current equipment is weanng out and threats to our national security are
changing. Tomorrow's Army will need new capabilities to protect Amencan interests. In recogmtion
of this fact, the Army has unveiled a bold transformation vision designed to counter the full range
of emerging threats.

Research and development {R&D) funding cannot continue to fall if the Army 1s to gan the capa-
bilities it needs to deter future conflicts and fight in a rapidly changing strategic environment.
Recent events provide cause for optimism on this issue  Congress roughly doubled the administra-
tion’s request for funding of Army transformation. However, no single congressional plus-up can
reverse the effects of a protracted RE&D holiday. The government must sustain the appropnated
Army Fiscal Year (FY) 2001 science, technology and development funding levels throughout the
Future Years Defense Plan (FYDP).
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This great nation has equipped and trained today’s
soldiers with the best technology and weapons in the world, -
resulting in an Army possessing superior lethality and survivability.
Tomorrow's Army deserves no less,
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